Technical SEO:

Google Ranking Signals You Can't Ignore

Please note that these resources may contain affiliate links. If you
buy something after clicking one of these links, | may earn a

commission.

e \Watch the class again
e Download the slides
e Check out all of my Skillshare classes

Lesson 1. Mobile Responsiveness: Designing for
Devices

#FACTS:

e MOBILE BROWSING ACCOUNTS FOR 63% OF WEBSITE VISITS. Source:

Stone Temple
e AS OF JULY 2018, GOOGLE ANNOUNCED THAT MOBILE USABILITY IS

AN OFFICIAL RANKING FACTOR (ALSO KNOWN AS “MOBILE-FIRST
INDEXING"). Source: Google

Check out how Google sees your website: Mobile-Friendly Test.

Additional Resources:
e WPMU DEV: Google Search is Going Mobile-First — Here's What It

Means for Your WordPress Site

e Kinsta: WordPress Free vs Paid Themes: Which is Right for Your Next
Project?

e The Blogsmith: Top WordPress Theme Memberships & Highend
WordPress Themes



https://skl.sh/2MEbaLi
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tRyJ2GHOKYICjiazuMHibiljtYAiGpZ22Isdjls7MN8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.the-blogsmith.com/skillshare-classes/
https://www.stonetemple.com/mobile-vs-desktop-usage-study/
https://webmasters.googleblog.com/2018/03/rolling-out-mobile-first-indexing.html
https://search.google.com/test/mobile-friendly
https://premium.wpmudev.org/blog/google-search-mobile-first-index/
https://premium.wpmudev.org/blog/google-search-mobile-first-index/
https://kinsta.com/blog/wordpress-free-vs-paid-themes/
https://kinsta.com/blog/wordpress-free-vs-paid-themes/
https://www.the-blogsmith.com/wordpress-theme-memberships-highend-wordpress-themes/
https://www.the-blogsmith.com/wordpress-theme-memberships-highend-wordpress-themes/

Lesson 2: Page Load Time & User Experience

H#FACT: 53% OF MOBILE USERS ABANDON WEBSITES THAT TAKE 3+
SECONDS TO LOAD. Source: Google

CDN options:
e Freemium: Cloudflare and Jetpack
e Paid: Fastly

Caching plugin options:
e Paid: WP Rocket
e Free: W3 Total Cache and WP Super Cache

Image optimization plugin options:
e Freemium: ShortPixel and Smush

Backup Plugin: UpDraftPlus

Web Hosting:
e Performance: Kinsta

e Budget: Siteground

Check out how Google judges your page speed (with ideas to improve it):
PageSpeed Insights.

Additional Resources:

e Search Engine Land: The Google Speed Update: Page speed will
become a ranking factor in mobile search
e Kinsta: Facebook Instant Articles: How to Setup With WordPress

Lesson 3: Why You Can't Go On Without HTTPS

How to migrate from HTTP to HTTPS:

e [Install a SSL certificate
e Redirect HTTP URLs to HTTPS
e Fixed mixed content warnings

Lesson 4. Menu Design & Usability

Various Resources:


https://www.marketingdive.com/news/google-53-of-mobile-users-abandon-sites-that-take-over-3-seconds-to-load/426070/
https://www.cloudflare.com/
https://refer.wordpress.com/r/920/jetpack/
http://www.fastly.com/
https://wp-rocket.me/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/w3-total-cache/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-super-cache/
https://shortpixel.com/h/af/M7NPHD3450029
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-smushit/
https://updraftplus.com/?afref=281
https://kinsta.com/?kaid=HIOAKWJLGVPW
https://www.siteground.com/go/maddyosman
https://developers.google.com/speed/pagespeed/insights/
https://searchengineland.com/google-speed-update-page-speed-will-become-ranking-factor-mobile-search-289904
https://searchengineland.com/google-speed-update-page-speed-will-become-ranking-factor-mobile-search-289904
https://kinsta.com/blog/facebook-instant-articles/
https://kinsta.com/blog/wordpress-mixed-content-warning/

e \WPMU DEV: Creative Website Menu Designs and Best Practices
e Speckyboy: Analyzing the Hamburger Menu in Web Design
e WPMU DEV: User Testing Your WordPress Site or Product on a Budget

User Testing Resources:
e |nspectlet
e UserTesting
e Fiverr



https://premium.wpmudev.org/blog/creative-website-menu-designs-and-best-practices/
https://speckyboy.com/analyzing-effectiveness-hamburger-menus-web-design/
https://premium.wpmudev.org/blog/user-testing/
http://www.inspectlet.com/?u=theblogsmith
https://www.usertesting.com/
http://track.fiverr.com/visit/?bta=22524&brand=fiverrcpa

